


































































































Open Selectmen Position Discussion 

R. Phillips informed the Board of an error on the previous Town Report for Moro Plantation, as 
well as an error made on a previous warrant, where Moro overpaid for school. Ms. Phillips is 
looking into correcting these errors.

R. Phillips also informed the Board Eric Nadeau, of the accounting firm that ended their contract 
with the Town at the end of August, requested an additional $5,000 for additional hours Deb 
Bivighouse spent working on the Town during their contract.

The Board discussed the request from Mr. Nadeau. R. Phillips added that the $35,000 the Town 
saved by hiring Ms. Phillips is beginning to be used up by the Town Office, which averages about 
six ( 6) to seven (7) hours of overtime each week. R. Phillips recommended the overtime in the 
Office be stopped to prevent the money from being used up completely. 

R. Bates requested R. Phillips look into how much of the $35,000 is left. R. Phillips recommended 
doing a cash flow analysis.

R. Bates stated Mr. Nadeau allowed an employee to work more hours than was budgeted for in 
their contract with the Town.

The Board discussed the open position on the Select board. Nomination Papers are available in 
the Town Office. The open position will be voted upon at the November election and is a two
year term. 

Insurance for Town Employees 

C. Brackett informed the Board the Town Office is requesting dental and vision insurance that is
employee-paid, and would not be any additional cost to the Town.

R. Phillips recommended the Board reconsider paying I 00% of the employee health insurance, as
many other businesses and towns offer 80%.

Motion made by C. Brackett to approve adding employee-paid dental and vision insurance for 
full-time Town employees, pending a review of the insurance plan by R. Bates. Seconded by D. 
Kelly. All in favor. Approved 4/0/0. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Solar Farm Moratorium/ Manufactnred Housing Ordinance Update 

The Board discussed holding a Special Town Meeting to vote on the Solar Farm Moratorium and 
Manufactured Housing Ordinance. 

Dr. Blum stated the Planning Board will have a Solar Ordinance to present to the Town in the next 
few weeks. 

C. Brackett requested, when Town Clerk, Billie Doody, returns from vacation, the Town Office
look into setting up a Special Town Meeting to discuss the Moratorium and Ordinances.
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Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, November 1 st, 2022.

Respectfully submitted by,

Laura A. White 
Deputy Town Clerk
Town of Patten

Minutes approved on   November  29 ,   2022

------'-�--------"---�-----'------'--------- Rae Bates
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TOWN OF PATTEN 
21 Katahdin Street I PO Box 260 I Patten, ME 04765 

Phone (207) 528-2215 I Fax (207) 528-2055 
www.pattenmaine.org 

Special Town Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 1
st

, 2022 at 7:00pm 

These Minutes are not verbatim 

Chaitman Cody Brackett called the meeting to order at 7:29pm. 

ROLL CALL 

Selectmen: Cody Brackett (Chair), Gregg Smallwood (Vice Chair), Dennis Kelly, Rae Bates 
Town: Billie Doody (Town Clerk), Ed Noyes (Ambulance Director), Kevin Noyes (Public Works 
Director), Julie Buhler (Library Director), Rebecca Phillips (Finance Director), Brandon Saucier (Tax 
Assessor) 
Public: David Michaud, Tina Goode, David Goode, Dennis Brackett, Laura Kenney, Charlie Kenney, 
Shawn Klem, Laura White, Kathy Ledford, Sharon McPhee, Marcia Pond Anderson, Roberta Moore, 
Janice Dancer, Donald Adams, Carter Hall, Mary Alice Mowry, Kent Smallwood, Craig Hartsgrove, Scott 
Webb, Barbara Webb, Randy Bossie, Dr. Ronald Blum, Carolyn Ryan, Matt Heath, Bryan Buhler, Ted 
Pettengill, Travis Libby, Ed MacArthur, John Birmingham. Others joined late and names were not given. 

C. Brackett left the meeting at 7:30pm.

Article 1: To choose a Moderator to preside at said Special Town Meeting. 

Motion made by Ted Pettengill to nominate Ed MacArthur as Moderator to preside at the 
Special Town Meeting. Seconded by G. Smallwood. 

Discussion: None. 

The Town voted unanimously for Ed MacArthu1· to moderate Special Town Meeting. 

Article 2: 

E. MacArthur asked if the Town agreed to begin the Special Town Meeting at 7:30pm
instead of 7:00pm. All were in favor.

To see if the Town will vote to approve a market-based adjustment of the real estate 

properties in Town. 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to approve Article 2. Seconded by K. Noyes. 

Discussion: The Board discussed putting the money reimbursed by the State for 
Homestead exemptions toward a full real estate revaluation. 

Article 2 approved unanimously. 
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Article 3: 

Article 4: 

Article 5: 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the Solar Array Ordinance. 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to approve Article 3. Seconded by D. Kelly. 

Discussion: R. Bates stated the ordinance was not sent to the attorney and is a draft. She 
also stated the State of Maine passed a law in 2021 that allows Towns to sign with solar 
array companies to make the Town eligible for funding for decommissioning and asked if 
that is acknowledged in the ordinance. E. MacArthur stated it is up to the Town to vote on 
the draft ordinance. R. Blum stated the draft ordinance was submitted to the Select Board 
a week ago to be voted on by the Board. Dr. Blum stated there is a section on 
decommissioning in the Ordinance, however, the ordinance was not presented to the Town 
for review prior to the Special Town Meeting. E. MacArthur stated the Town could vote 
against approving the ordinance or vote to move to Article 4, which would need a 2/3 
majority vote. 

Motion made by M. Mowry to move to table Article 3 and move to Article 4. Seconded 
by T. Pettengill. No discussion heard. 

The Town voted unanimously to move to Article 4. 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the Solar Moratorium. 

Motion made by K. Noyes to approve Article 4. Seconded by C. Hartsgrove. 

Discussion: R. Bates stated the moratorium prevents large scale solar arrays from being 
erected for 180 days to allow the Town time to establish an ordinance that sets standards 
for future solar arrays. M. Heath asked if the Moratorium applies to residential properties. 
R. Bates stated the moratorium only addresses large scale solar arrays.

Article 4 approved unanimously. 

To see if the Town will vote to approve the Manufactured Housing Ordinance. 

Motion made by K. Noyes to approve Article 5. Seconded by G. Smallwood. 

Discussion: The Town discussed the Manufactured Housing Ordinance. M. Heath asked 
why this ordinance was being proposed at this time. G. Smallwood stated the ordinance 
will prevent manufactured houses from becoming liabilities to the Town. C. Hartsgrove 
asked about §4.2.1 part B, which states, "12 inches of gravel with a concrete slab of 6-inch 
thickness with Vi inch rebar installed with two rows at 6 inches and 12 inches in from the 
edges and a grid of 2 foot on centers into the reminder of the slab. All rebar to be on re bar 
pedestals that are of 3 inches high. The structure must be anchored to the slab at each 
corner and minimum of every 12 feet around the perimeter of slab." He stated, in his 
experience, he has never seen a requirement for a concrete slab. G. Smallwood stated this 
is a state law. C. Hartsgrove asked if this would only apply to new manufactured houses. 
G. Smallwood stated it will apply to all. C. Hartsgrove stated concerns about
inconsistancies. Town discussed whether this ordinance would apply to "Amish Cabins"

Article 5 approved. Twenty-five (25) in favor. Seven (7) opposed. 

Special Town Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 
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Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, November 1 st, 2022.

Respectfully submitted by,

Laura A. White 
Deputy Town Clerk
Town of Patten

Minutes approved on   November  29 ,   2022

------'-�--------"---�-----'------'--------- Rae Bates
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