


































































Town of Patten 
21 Katahdin Street | PO Box 260 | Patten, ME 04765 

Phone (207) 528-2215 | Fax (207) 528-2055      
www.pattenmaine.org  

Patten Select Board 
Tuesday, April 4th, 2023, at 5:30PM 

Public Works Garage, 21 Katahdin Street 

Meeting Minutes  
These minutes are not verbatim. 

Audio copies of the meeting are available at the Town Office 

Vice Chair Gregg Smallwood called the meeting to order at 5:31pm. 

ROLL CALL 

Select Board Members: Gregg Smallwood, Vice Chair; Dennis Kelly; Janice Dancer 
Select Board Members Absent: Cody Brackett, Chair; Rae Bates 
Town Employees: Gail Albert, Town Manager; Billie Doody, Town Clerk; Laura White, Deputy Clerk; 
Julie Buhler, Library Director; Brett Morse, Emergency Public Safety Director; John Roy, Fire Chief; 
David Goode, Public Works Assistant 
Planning Board: MaryAlice Mowry, Dennis Brackett, Scott Webb 
Public: Laura Kenney, Charlie Kenney, Kent Smallwood, Cheryl Morse, Shawn Klem, Kathy Ledford 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Approve and Sign Warrant #6 for General Government, Water, Sewer, Ambulance, General 
Government Payroll, Ambulance Payroll, Corriveau Fund 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to approve Warrant #6.  Seconded by D. Kelly.  No discussion 
heard.  All in favor.  Approved 3/0/2.  Two members absent. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 21st, 2023 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to approve Meeting Minutes from Tuesday, March 21st, 2023.  
Seconded by J. Dancer.  No discussion heard.  All in favor.  Approved 3/0/2.  Two members 
absent. 

Town Manager Update 

Town Office - Gail Albert, Town Manager 

G. Albert:  The audit of the Town finances is currently taking place in the Town Office.
Ms. Albert is hoping to have the results of the audit within the next month.  The Town is
currently accepting applications for Animal Control Officer and Sanitation Dept.
Representative.  More information about the open positions is available at the Town
Office.
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Department Updates  
 
Department of Public Works - David Goode, Public Works Assistant 
 

D. Goode:  The Town pickup truck passed inspection but will not pass next year due to 
the condition of the floorboards.  The department attended training on emergency 
preparedness on Friday, March 31st, 2023, and recently started water and sewer meter 
reads. The new chlorine pump was installed, and the department continues to monitor the 
chlorine levels.  The department received a grant for developing an asset security plan and 
an emergency preparedness plan.  Information was received regarding the pump station 
enclosure which indicated it may void the warranty of the diesel engine.  Kevin Noyes 
completed the septage, water, and sewer end-of-year reports. 
 

Veterans’ Memorial Library - Julie Buhler, Library Director 
 

J. Buhler:  189 cardholders, 11 new. New webcams and noise-cancelling headphones are 
now available.  Ms. Buhler received six (6) free art books from the Art Resource Transfer 
Service.  She is currently preparing for the Summer Reading Program.  Wendy Anderson’s 
art demonstration went well, and nineteen (19) people attended.  Local author, Valerie 
Nason, will be at the library on April 22nd, 2023, at 2:00pm to read her new book.  Lorna 
Harris will be reading to children in May, and Stephanie Pelkey will be doing a 
presentation on soap making in June.  There will be two National Digital Equity Classes in 
May.  The first will be on May 1st from 10:00am to 11:00am on internet safety, and the 
second will be on May 8th 12:00pm to 1:00pm on identifying frauds and scams. 

 
Ambulance Department - Brett Morse, Director of Public Safety 
 

B. Morse:  Ambulance transfers started Monday, April 3rd, 2023.  The Department has 
done three (3) transfers so far. Mr. Morse and G. Albert will interview a candidate for an 
ambulance driver position next week.   
 
Medicare is requiring a site visit.  2019 US Congress wanted Medicare to do a study on 
select ambulance department revenue.  Patten was selected and the report is due May 31st, 
2023.  There will be a fine of around $25,000, if the report is not completed on time. 

 
Fire Department - John Roy, Fire Chief 
 

J. Roy:  The Fire Department is hoping to finish Standard Operating Procedures and By-
Laws by the next Select Board Meeting.  Janice is working on two (2) grants for the 
Department; one for new respirator masks, the other is an MMA safety grant.  Mr. Roy has 
not heard anything back about the JAWS of Life grant the department applied for.  Hoses 
must be tested at the fire station. A company out of Guilford will test all hoses for $2,500.  
Requesting posts at the roadside for E911 ordinance. 

 
Planning Board Updates  
  

Planning Board – Scott Webb, Planning Board Member 
 

S. Webb: No new updates from the Planning Board.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

Friends of the Veterans’ Memorial Library Tax Exemption Request 
 

G. Albert:  The Select Board will need to vote on the tax exemption request for the land 
purchased by the Veterans’ Memorial Library when the form is received. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

Cemetery Fees 
 

J. Dancer:  Recommended the Board raise the cemetery fees to match those of Island 
Falls to help offset some of the cost of maintenance.   
 
The current cemetery fees in Patten are as follows: 
 
Full Lot Holds four (4) full burials or four (4) cremations $400 

Half Lot Holds two (2) full burials or four (4) cremations $200 
Quarter Lot Holds four (4) cremations with up to one headstone $100 

 
The current cemetery fees in Island Falls are as follows: 
 
Full Lot Holds four (4) full burials or four (4) cremations $800 

Half Lot Holds two (2) full burials or four (4) cremations $400 
Quarter Lot Holds four (4) cremations with up to one headstone $200 

 
Motion made by J. Dancer to adopt the same cemetery fees as Island Falls.  Seconded by 
G. Smallwood.  No discussion heard.  All in favor.  Approved 3/0/2.  Two members 
absent. 

 
Tax Acquired Property Policy 
 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to accept the proposed changes to the Tax Acquired 
Property Policy as written.  Seconded by D. Kelly.  No discussion heard.  All in favor.  
Approved 3/0/2.  Two members absent. 

  
Municipal Buildings Personal Use Policy 
 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to accept the Municipal Buildings Personal Use Policy as 
written.  Seconded by J. Dancer.  No discussion heard.  All in favor.  Approved 3/0/2.  
Two members absent.   

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION (if necessary) under 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6) (A) 
 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to enter Executive Session at 6:06pm.  Seconded by D. Kelly.  No 
discussion heard.  All in favor.  Approved 3/0/2.  Two members absent. 
 
Motion made by G. Smallwood to enter regular session at 6:41pm.  Seconded by D. Kelly.  No 
discussion heard.  All in favor.  Approved 3/0/2.  Two members absent. 
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ADJOURN 

Motion made by G. Smallwood to adjourn the meeting at 6:42pm. Seconded by D. Kelly. No 
discussion heard. All in favor. Approved 3/0/2. Two members absent. 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

The Special Town Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 13'1\ 2023, at 5:30pm. 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

The Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 27th
, 2023, at 7:00pm. 

NEXT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

The next Board of Selectmen meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 18'1\ 2023, at 5 :30pm. 

Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, Tuesday, April 4'", 2023. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Laura A. White 
Deputy Town Clerk 
Town of Patten 

Tuesday, April 4, 2023 

Minutes approved on -�A��'f-'-'\'"'--_,\'i...._.,_MA.......,._ _______ , 2023 

:�::::::_::��:::::::72::::::::::::::= :::�:::,c;�::::::ood

_'A._.....�_.__,=>....>,._=\:L......_ ____________ Dennis Kelly

-��--�--M���_-'J _______ Rae Bates

-�...-r='{l/7�-�---=c...=.,.._,Q=---�---___::_-----Janice Dancer 
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Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, April 181h, 2023. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Laura A. White 
Deputy Town Clerk 
Town of Patten 

Minutes approved on ___ tvl�o.�J
+-

_a�"'-4�--------' 2023 
\ 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 

-----------------

Dennis Kelly 

---4-�"--""--=-.p-,,.....c__,.."--------- Rae Bates 

---1-,1-=��---'"_H __ a_/J_Vfl.e.,L ______ Janice Dancer 
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